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effort to further my career and provide for more youth
in Rhode Island,” she said. Katie Beers Pollard ’07,
a registered nurse in the Emergency Department of
the William W. Backus Hospital in Norwich, Conn.,
has been promoted to the position of clinical educa-
tor of the hospital’s Emergency Department. In this
position, Pollard is responsible for new employee ori-
entation, Emergency Department-specific orientation,
and the ongoing education of the Emergency
Department staff. Pollard is also taking classes toward
her master’s degree in nursing through the online pro-
gram at Chamberlain College of Nursing. Erica
McNeil ’07, a teacher in the Shelton Public Schools
in Connecticut, and Adam Gingras ’08, assistant
director of career development at Salve Regina, served
as coaches during the Senior Etiquette Dinner Oct. 18,
2011. Maria Sutera ’08 is a founding teacher for
Blackstone Valley Prep in Rhode Island. Stephanie
Igoe Arnold ’09 (M) has been named administrator
of Mount St. Rita Health Care Centre in Cumberland,
R.I. “I am honored to be part of the Mount St. Rita
family to witness firsthand how this facility is respond-
ing to the rapid and important changes in health
care,” Arnold says. “This is an organization that truly
lives its mission and values of compassion, hospitality,
respect and stewardship.” Erin L. Donovan ’09 (M)
received the Outstanding Alumni of the Year Award at
Coastal Carolina University’s Thomas W. and Robin W.
Edwards College of Humanities and Fine Arts.
Donovan is a consultant and funding specialist. Diana
M. Puccio ’09 is the drama teacher for Our Sisters’
School in New Bedford, Mass. After an internship in
the education department at Trinity Repertory
Company, Puccio is now a freelance theatre teacher
for a variety of organizations in the Massachusetts and
Rhode Island area. She enjoys acting and directing
when her schedule allows, and has performed most
recently with The Barker Playhouse and Triboro
Musical Theatre. Kimberly Rusatsky ’09 worked as
a substitute nurse during Field Day at St. James
School, the elementary school where she first decided
to embark on a nursing career. She is currently
employed at St. Vincent’s Medical Center in
Bridgeport, Conn., as a cardiac nurse. “It’s almost like
closing a circle,” Rusatsky said about the experience.
“Seeing all these young children who weren’t even
born when I was here is amazing.” Rosamaria E.
Amoros ’10 (M) recently joined Save the Bay, one of
Rhode Island’s leading environmental organizations,
as director of marketing and communications.
Brittany Dodson ’10 departed for Guinea Nov. 27,
2011 to serve as a Peace Corps volunteer. Upon grad-
uating from volunteer training in February, she will be
teaching methods for disease prevention and basic
hygiene. Dodson currently attends Tulane University’s
School of Public Health, where she is working toward
her master’s degree. She says her decision to volun-
teer with the Peace Corps was inspired by the chance
to improve others’ lives and make a positive impact.
After completing her Peace Corps service, Dodson
plans to apply to medical school and become an
infectious disease specialist. Melissa Fromm ’10
spent three weeks volunteering at an orphanage in

Jaibon, a community in northwest Dominican
Republic, along with her best friend and fellow
teacher, Rebecca Rosen ’10. The two decided during
their first year as teachers to put their summer vaca-
tion to good use, following a tradition of self-discov-
ery inspired by their service trips as students at Salve
Regina. Alex Madden ’10 was featured in the article,
“Being all he can be, Alex
Madden,” that appeared Aug. 24,
2011 in the Hamilton, Mass.,
Hamilton-Wenham Chronicle.
An ROTC scholar at Salve
Regina, Madden graduated from
Ranger training as a second lieu-
tenant Aug. 5, 2011. “Ranger
training is so grueling that only
one percent of the Army earns
the ‘Ranger tab,’” the article
reports. “Madden began his
training with 400 soldiers and
graduated with 141 nine weeks
later. Of those soldiers, only 41,
of which Madden was one, com-
pleted the training without hav-
ing to repeat any of the three
phases.” Madden anticipates
deployment to Afghanistan in
2012. Natasha Wurst ’10, Salve
Regina’s help desk specialist,
served as a coach during the
Senior Etiquette Dinner Oct. 18,
2011, providing students with
tips on proper business and din-
ing etiquette. Wendi L.
Carpenter ’11 (M) is the first
female president of SUNY
Maritime. A retired rear admiral, Carpenter’s career
includes 34 years of service to the United States Navy,
where she was the 31st woman to be designated a
naval aviator. “Most of what has ever motivated me in
life has been developing leadership in people,”
Carpenter stated. “I really like the smaller nature of the
school, where I can get to know the students and
impact their lives.” Kathryn E. Sullivan ’11 was
recently named the new graduate assistant for athletic
communications at Sacred Heart University in
Fairfield, Conn.  
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Christine Donnelly ’06 (center) celebrates her wedding to
Gary Crouch June 25, 2011 with her college roommates
and 2006 classmates (from left) Kerrie Hagan, Colleen
Shanahan, Shauna Dunn and Kristi Kenyon.  

Katie Beers Pollard ’07, a
registered nurse in the
Emergency Department of
the William W. Backus
Hospital in Norwich, Conn.,
gets ready to go trick-or-
treating with her daughter,
Rilynn, who was Nala from
“The Lion King.”

(continued from page 25)
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In Memoriam…
John E. McGinty, trustee
Francis G. Dwyer, Governor’s Ball

supporter
Sister Gisele Menos, former Circle

of Scholars member
Sister M. Wilma Miley, RSM
Dr. Virgina F. Ross

Sister Mary Noel Blute, RSM  ’52,
’84 (Hon.)

Sister Monica Kelly, RSM  ’52
Ann O’Neil Wells ’63
Kathleen Norton Lipski ’69
Dorothy Oxx Millington ’69
Margaret “Peggy” Finn ’79

Monica Brajczewski Mercier ’82
Nancy E. Rollins ’89 (M)
Matthew E. Reilly ’92 (M)
Teresa A. Beirola ’93
Christopher Patenaude ’94 (M)
Sgt. John A. Gosson ’12

Sister Mary Noel Blute, RSM, ’52, ’84 (Hon.), for-
mer Salve Regina trustee, administrator, and fac-
ulty member, passed away Oct. 20, 2011, at the

age of 88. Her ministry in education spanned 40
years, beginning as an elementary school teacher
and culminating with an honorary doctorate of
humane letters from Salve Regina in 1984. 

“Sister Mary Noel was a wonderful educator,” said
Sister Therese Antone, chancellor. “In whatever
capacity she served – teacher, administrator or

trustee – her primary
concern was always
the students. She was
a fun-loving and
devoted Sister of
Mercy who responded
generously and gra-
ciously to others and
worked unselfishly
during her time in
active ministry.” 

Sister Noel’s teach-
ing career at Salve
Regina began in 
1969, with courses
such as Composition,
Romantic Poetry and
Victorian Poetry. She
served as faculty
adviser to the college’s

literary magazine and Ebb Tide newspaper, and was
an active member of the curriculum and admissions
committees. After teaching for four years, she
became a recruiter for the Office of Admissions and
served as chairman of the faculty senate.

“I have experienced great joy in living and teach-
ing at Salve Regina,” Sister Noel wrote in a letter to
Dr. William Burrell, former dean, March 8, 1979.

Sister Noel is fondly remembered by former stu-
dents and alumni alike. “She was a strong, wonder-
ful woman – very imposing, yet very kind at the
same time,” said Jean Bryson Reefe ’69, who knew

Sister Noel through her aunt, Sister Elizabeth Bryson,
a retired Salve Regina English professor.

Sister Noel earned her degree in education from
Catholic Teachers College in 1947, her bachelor’s
degree in English and Latin from Salve Regina in
1952, and her master’s degree from Notre Dame in
1958. She also pursued advanced graduate studies at
Catholic University, the University of Illinois, and the
University of North Wales.

A leader in her religious community, Sister Noel
was elected to the Provincial Council of the Sisters of
Mercy in 1973, and was named Provincial
Administrator in 1979. In 1987, she was appointed
Vicar for Religious for the Diocese of Fall River,
Mass., and remained in that position until 1999. She
also served as the Episcopal Representative for
Religious for the Fall River Diocese, and as trustee
and vice chairperson of the board of governors at St.
Joseph’s College in Maine from 1985 to 1991. 

Sister Noel is survived by her brother, Edward
Blute, and his wife, Mary Lou Blute, and several
nieces and nephews, including  Edward Blute Jr. ’87,
John Blute ’91, Thomas Blute ’86, and his wife, Jodie
Collins Blute ’87 – all Salve Regina graduates.

“Sister Mary Noel deeply loved, and was dearly
devoted to, her family,” Thomas Blute ’86 said.  “It
was her mission to keep our family connected
through her letters and visits. She was a captivating
storyteller and revealed so much of herself through
her quick wit and sense of humor.  

“Sister Noel was also a very attentive listener,
especially when children were in her company. She
was an avid Boston Red Sox fan who would demand
perfection and occasionally offer her own manage-
rial tactics. Sister Noel lived a life of faith. Her legacy
of love, forgiveness and acceptance will thrive in all
who befriended her. We will always be grateful to
the Sisters of Mercy for their love and support of
Sister Noel, and to Salve Regina University for being
a symbolic reminder of faith, education and spiritual
growth.”

– Deborah E. Herz ’80, ’92 (M)

In Loving Memory
Mary Noel Blute, RSM, ’52, ’84 (Hon.) 

A Mercy Tribute
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Imagine being a 7-year-old boy invited to a birth-
day party at a Caterpillar dealership, complete
with trucks, bulldozers, and backhoes. Could it

possibly get any better than that? The memory of
“the ultimate birthday party,” orchestrated by John
McGinty for his son years ago, serves as an example
of just one of many memories created in the life of a
beloved Salve Regina parent and trustee.

Devoted to his family, striking a balance between
home and a successful career with humor and
enthusiasm, McGinty was a man who touched the
lives of many, leaving a lasting and cherished
impact in his wake. His trademark inquisitiveness
compelled him to examine all sides of an issue
before decisively determining the ultimate course of
action with his familiar refrain, “This is what you
should do…”

Born in St. Louis and educated at Northwestern
University and the University of Chicago, McGinty
began his career in 1970 at the boutique New York
City investment firm of H.C. Wainwright, training as
a machinery analyst in a revered research depart-
ment. When the company closed its doors after
being sold in 1977, McGinty moved to First Boston
in the same role and continued as a managing direc-
tor after the institution was acquired by Credit Suisse.
In November 2006 he moved to UBS as a senior
adviser in investment banking.

Throughout his career, McGinty served as a men-
tor and friend with an integrity and loyalty
unmatched in an often ruthless industry. Craig
Weeks, a friend and colleague from his New Jersey
years, remembers McGinty for the guidance he so
willingly gave to young people. “We obey managers
by virtue of their place on the ‘org’ chart, but we
emulate and gladly follow leaders because of their
vision, persona and, in [McGinty’s] case, grace.”

A strong believer in education, McGinty was an
active alumnus of the University of Chicago’s Booth
School of Business and contributed to initiatives at
Milton Academy, the Rivers School, the investment
committee of the Episcopal Diocese of
Massachusetts, Goddard House in Brookline, Mass.,
and Trinity Church in Boston. He also established the
first girls’ town soccer league in Montclair, N.J.

McGinty’s service to the University community as
both a parent and member of the board of trustees
will long be remembered and dearly missed. He was
instrumental in guiding Salve Regina with an unpar-
alleled expertise on the investment and advance-
ment committees, and took great joy in his role in
helping to incorporate the John LaFarge windows
into Our Lady of Mercy Chapel.

An avid golfer and devoted family member,

McGinty is survived by five sisters, his wife of 40
years, Sarah Myers, and three children — John ’01,
Sarah and William, all of Boston, Mass.

Though his passing Oct. 14, 2011 after complica-
tions from multiple myeloma leaves the University
community saddened, in a tribute to the man and his
values, McGinty’s legacy will go on to make a signif-
icant difference to future generations of Salve Regina
students.

Sister Jane Gerety visited with McGinty not long
before his death, and they hashed out the advan-
tages of endowed professorships versus endowed
scholarships. True to form, McGinty delved deep,
asking all the right questions.

“Sitting in John McGinty’s study in his home in
Back Bay, I had my last and richest conversation with
John,” says Sister Jane.  “In the rapid-fire, back and
forth of questions asked and answered, John figured
out for himself and helped me to figure out that ‘this
is what we need to do.’ To make Salve Regina both
distinctive and accessible, we need to fund both
scholars and scholarships.  

“He was right,” Sister Jane continues, “and that is
exactly what we intend to do, starting with the John
E. McGinty History Chair.”

– Mary Edwards ’86

Editor’s note: Donations may be made to the John E.
McGinty History Chair at Salve Regina University, c/o
Office of the President, 100 Ochre Point Avenue,
Newport, RI, 02840-4192. For more information, con-
tact Michael Semenza, vice president, university rela-
tions and advancement, at (401) 341-2465.

John E. McGinty

In Loving Memory

The University remembers trustee John McGinty.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f 
19

71
 R

eg
in

a 
M

ar
is

 y
ea

rb
oo

k.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 K
im

 F
ul

le
r.

29

211779.P20_32_P  12/19/11  4:17 PM  Page 29



Weddings

Marybeth Holland ’02 and Andrew Unsworth ’99
(center) celebrate their wedding April 9, 2011.

Celebrating the July 16, 2011 wedding of Maria Sutera ’08 and Brad Russo ’06 (center) are (from left) Brittney Schuchmann ’10,
Dean Capparelle ’06, Courtney Cowsill ’06, Tom Hodgson ’07, Nicholas Capodilupo ’06, Nicole Hayes ’10, Sister Marie Diane
Russo ’66, David Zannelli ’06, Natasha Natarelli Zannelli ’07, Nicholas Tewell ’07, Ashley Couto ’08, Alina Patton ’08, Jennifer
Albanese ’08 and Courtney Keefe ’08.

Joining in the wedding celebration of Dr. James Garman and Michelle
Styger ’07 (center) are (from left) Dr. Arthur Frankel, Dr. Debra Curtis,
Kathleen Styger Philp ’06, Spencer Philp ’07, Laura Costigan and
(front) Sophie and Michael Garman. Also in attendance were (not
shown) Maria “Fern” de Escobar Davignon ’79, Daniel Erickson ’03,
Kate Descoteaux Erickson ’03, Lauren White Lennahan ’06, Maria
“Connie” de Escobar Styger ’76 and Anthony Vellucci ’08. 

Alicia DiMezza ’06 and Sean Kroszner exchange vows at the Our
Lady of Mercy Chapel July 3, 2011. Alumni guests (not shown)
included Marlena Giordano DeLuca ’05 and maid of honor
Meghean Kulesza ’06.
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Weddings
Charisa M. Janowski DiGregorio ’97 and Joseph R. Bianco: 

August 2011
Botum Bou ’00 and Andrew James Bennett: June 2010
Matthew J. Salvatoriello ’00 and Sarah Myers: March 2011
Jessica K. Guy ’01 and Peter Leuci: November 2010
Alicia DiMezza ’06 and Sean Kroszner: July 2011
Christine Donnelly ’06 and Gary Crouch: June 2011
Amy Perkins ’06 and Dr. Milad Pooran: July 2011
Brad Russo ’06 and Maria Sutera ’08: July 2011
Erin E. Bacon ’07, ’08 (M) and Sean Harris: October 2011
Amanda Cuda ’07 and Thomas Nowak: July 2011
Ashley Pendergast ’07 and Colby Lucier: April 2011
Michelle Styger ’07 and Dr. James Garman: September 2011
Brandt D. Nelson ’08 and Sara M. Page ’08: May 2011

Charisa Janowski DiGregorio ’97 and Joseph Bianco
take their vows Aug. 20, 2011.

Amy Perkins ’06 and Dr. Milad Pooran hug their puppy, Aliza,
who joined them at their wedding July 23, 2011. Perkins’
matron of honor was Haylen Cuminale Stevens ’06. Other
alumni guests (not shown) included Class of 2006 graduates
Shannon Ryan, Cristina DiGiovanni, Suzanne Maldonado,
Megan Rogliano Field, Lindsay Fairtile Doucet and Alison
D’Auria. 

Christine Donnelly ’06 and Gary Crouch
celebrate their wedding June 25, 2011.

Sara Page ’08 and Brandt Nelson ’08
marry May 29, 2011.

e

Botum Bou ’00 and Andrew James Bennett
marry in Newport June 6, 2010 in a beach 
ceremony that combined Cambodian and
American wedding traditions.

31
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Enroll in the 2012 

Expressive Arts Institute
Next Session begins April 27, 2012

If you are interested in gaining training
as an Expressive Arts Educational
Facilitator, applications are now being

accepted for the Expressive Arts Institute’s
three-weekend, non-credit training program
in professional applications of the
Expressive and Creative Arts. Future ses-
sions will be offered June 15, 16, and 17,
and Aug. 17, 18, and 19, 2012.

To apply or receive more information about
the upcoming program, please contact
Christopher Carbone, program coordinator, 
at (401) 341-3122, or e-mail
christopher.carbone@salve.edu.

SAVE THE DATE
REUNION WEEKEND 2012

Join us at Salve Regina’s campus in
Newport from June 1-3, 2012, for
Reunion Weekend, celebrating the

Classes of ’52, ’57, ’62, ’67, ’72, ’77,
’82, ’87, ’92, ’97, ’02 and ’07. 

For more information, 
please e-mail alumni@salve.edu 

or call (800) 821-2343.

We’ve all experienced moments
that make you wonder. Moments
that make you think there might 
be a greater force at work in the 
universe.

Readers are invited to share their 
stories of unusual coincidences for a
Report from Newport feature story
planned for the upcoming year. 

Please e-mail your stories to
herzd@salve.edu. Although we 
cannot publish every story we 
receive, all articles will receive equal
consideration.

“This program has something
for everyone. It’s fantastic to be
able to use the arts to heal and
to help others to do the same.
I’m inspired!

– Janine Rech, 2011 Expressive Arts Institute
Graduate, Johannesburg, South Africa 

“My Diamond” is one of many pieces
created in the Expressive Arts
Institute by Janine Rech.

32

Just a
Coincidence?

Readers invited to share 
their stories.

“After graduation, I
hope to spend some time
in Appalachia teaching
and bringing literacy to
extremely rural commu-
nities. I am able to make a
difference, both locally and
globally, thanks to generous
donors who have helped 
support my education.”

– Adrienne Adorno ’12, elementary and
special education major

MAKE A GIFT EVERY YEAR, 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

EVERY DAY.

Visit www.salve.edu/SRUgift, use the
envelope included in this magazine 

or call (877) SRU-GIFT.
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2012
Jan. 16-Feb. 5
Rhode Island Scholastic Art
Exhibit
Dorrance H. Hamilton Gallery
Call (401) 341-2981, or visit
www.salve.edu for gallery hours.

Jan. 19
Salve Regina Florida Alumni Event
5 p.m., The Beach House
Anna Maria Island, Fla.
Call (800) 821-2343 or visit
www.salve.edu/alumni.

Jan. 28
Winterfest
Campus-wide sports events and
activities.
Call (800) 821-2343 or visit
www.salve.edu/alumni.

Feb. 16-18
Extensions Dance Company 
Performance
8 p.m., Casino Theatre
For tickets and show times, visit
www.tinyurl.com/salvecasino, or
call (401) 341-2250.

Feb. 17-March 14 
Elizabeth Duffy
Dorrance H. Hamilton Art Gallery
Call (401) 341-2981, or visit
www.salve.edu for gallery hours.

Feb. 24
Madrigals Cabaret Dinner
7 p.m., Ochre Court
Call (401) 341-2945.

March 1-4
Department of Performing Arts
Presents
“Because They Have No Words” 
Megley Black Box
Call (401) 341-2250.

March 18-29
Salve Regina University 
French Film Festival
Jane Pickens Theatre (opening
night) and O’Hare Academic Center
For times and ticket information,
visit http://www/salve.edu/french-
film/.

March 22
Salve Regina comes to 
New York City
The Volstead, New York, N.Y.
Call (800) 821-2342.

March 22-April 18
Lori Nix
Dorrance H. Hamilton Art Gallery
Call (401) 341-2981, or visit
www.salve.edu for gallery hours.

March 29-April 1
Department of Performing Arts
Presents
“Grey Gardens”
8 p.m. Thurs.–Sat.; 3 p.m. Sun.
Casino Theatre
For tickets and show times, visit
www.tinyurl.com/salvecasino, or
call (401) 341-2250.

April 5
Salve Regina comes to 
Washington, D.C.
The Army/Navy Club
Washington, D.C.
Call (800) 821-2342.

April 21-22
SRU Dance
7 p.m. (21st); 1 p.m. (22nd)
Rodgers Recreation Center

April 26-May 20
Senior Art Show
Dorrance H. Hamilton Art Gallery
Call (401) 341-2981, or visit
www.salve.edu for gallery hours.

April 26-29
Department of Performing Arts
Presents
“Picasso at the Lapin Agile” 
8 p.m. Thurs.–Sat.; 3 p.m. Sun.
Casino Theatre

For tickets and show times, visit
www.tinyurl.com/salvecasino, or
call (401) 341-2250.

April 27 
Spring Band Concert
8 p.m., Casino Theatre    
Call (401) 341-2945.

April 29
Spring Choral Concert
3 p.m., Ochre Court 
Call (401) 341-2945.

May 1  
Newport County Orchestra 
Spring Concert    
7:30 p.m., Casino Theatre 
Call (401) 341-2945.

May 3  
Nursing Alumni Mass
Our Lady of Mercy Chapel
Call (800) 821-2342.

May 4-5
Alumni Rugby Weekend
Call (800) 821-2342.

May 14
13th annual Alumni Golf 
Tournament 
12 noon shotgun start
Montaup Country Club
Portsmouth, R.I.
Call (800) 821-2342.

May 20
Commencement
10 a.m., Oceanside Lawn
McAuley Hall
Call (401) 341-2162.

For the latest news and informa-
tion on upcoming events, please
visit www.salve.edu and click on
SALVEtoday, or visit the Univer-
sity’s news, events and media
page. For more news on 
alumni events, please 
visit us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/salvealumni.

CALENDAR
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